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Dear Concerned North Caldwell Resident,

We would like to inform the concerned community of some unfortunate news. For the
first time, our school system has been forced to cut educational programs as a result
of the state's hard cap budget constraint. It has come to our attention that our 2009-
2010 school budget does not include the funds necessary for a dedicated technology
teacher at the Grandview school. As a result of this, changes to the library program
will be made to infuse technology into the curriculum. The physical education
program for Kindergarten has been eliminated as it is not mandatory by the state of
New Jersey. The district was not able to include the purchase of any new text books
or computers in this coming years’ budget either. We understand these tough
decisions were not made easily. The Superintendent and Board of Education were
forced to take these actions based on budget restrictions and higher than expected
insurance costs.

The North Caldwell Foundation for Education is a charity that has been formed to help
during times of crisis like this. We have begun to build an endowment of money that
can be used to pay for budget shortfalls such as this. At this time we have only raised
a small fraction of our goal of two million dollars that will enable us to help in times like
this.

We urge you to donate now and help grow our endowment to prevent cuts like this in
the future.

Should we raise enough funds in the very near future, we may be able to save some
of the programs mentioned above. But only with your immediate and generous help.
We need to raise approximately one hundred thousand dollars to make this happen.
We urge each family to consider a donation of at least $250. We do understanding the
economic crisis that many of us are affected by. Know that any donation will help our
campaign and will ultimately aid our children.

The North Caldwell Foundation for Education is working with the Board of Education
and Superintendent to identify programs that are at risk now and next year in order to
be able to underwrite them.

There are a multitude of benefits to donating to the NCFE. Your contribution is tax-
deductible, as the NCFE is a 501c3 organization. Your donation may be eligible for a
matching gift from your place of employment (FEIN # 05-0623239). And most
importantly, by keeping our schools in the community strong you are keeping the
value of the home properties strong.

We thank you for your time, and hope to include you as one of our greatly appreciated
supporters. Should have any questions, please feel free to contact one of us directly.
We urge you to stay informed and attend the Board of Education meetings bi-weekly
at 7:30 pm on Tuesday evenings at the Grandview school. The next meeting is
Tuesday, May 19, 2009.

Fondly,

Janice Katz, President (973) 396-2290

Ellen Reilly Press, Vice President (973) 226-4975
Hillary Knopping, Treasurer (973) 228-4998
Kathleen Bossaert, Secretary (973) 618-0228

You can send your checks directly to:
NCFE

P.O. Box 90

Caldwell, New Jersey 07006-0090

Please feel free to reach out to any member of the board directly for more information
or you can email us NCFE@ncboe.org. For more information you can find us on the
web at www.ncboe.org/NCFE.
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